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1 OPENING OF MEETING 

The Meeting was declared open at 10:00am.  In the absence of the Chair, Cr Hederics, it 

was agreed that Bob Stewart be appointed as Chair for this meeting. 

2 PRESENT 

Voting Members 

Mayors: 

Bob Stewart  Central Darling Shire 

Cr Tim Elstone (Cr Henderics’ delegate) Wentworth Shire Council 

Cr Christine Adams (Cr Turley’s delegate) Broken Hill City Council 

Non-Voting Members 

General Managers: 

Michael Kitzelmann Balranald Shire Council (by video) 

James Roncon Broken Hill City Council 

Greg Hill Central Darling Shire 

Ken Ross Wentworth Shire Council 

State Representatives: 

Ashley Albury Department of Premier and Cabinet 

Peter Evans Office of Local Government 

Chief Executive Officer: 

Mark Forbes Far West Joint Organisation CEO 

3 APOLOGIES 

Resolution 

That the Board notes the apologies received from Cr Darriea Turley; Cr Allan Purtell; Cr Leigh 

Byron; Cr Hederics; 

Moved: Cr Elstone Seconded: Cr Adams 

CARRIED 

4 DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST AND CONFLICTS OF 

INTEREST 

Nil 

5 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

Recommendation 

That the Minutes of the Far West Joint Organisation Board Meeting held 19 September 2019 be 

confirmed as circulated. 
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Resolution 

That the Minutes of the Far West Joint Organisation Board Meeting held 19 September 2019 be 

confirmed as circulated. 

Moved: Cr Adams Seconded: Cr Elstone 

CARRIED 

6 REPORTS  

6.1 CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT 

Summary 

The Chief Executive Officer’s report details information pertaining to meetings attended and 
general information which are of public interest, and which have not been reported elsewhere in 

this agenda.  Items of note in this report are: 

1. Meetings Attended

As listed

2. Future FWJO Board / General Manager Meetings

As listed

3. Upcoming Events, Conferences and Other Meetings

As listed

4. Action Item

As listed

5. Other Items

(a) Ministerial Meetings and Networking

Recommendation 

That the Board notes the information contained within the report from the Chief Executive 

Officer and approves any out of region travel listed in the list of upcoming events. 

Resolution 

(a) That the Board notes the information contained within the report from the Chief Executive

Officer and approves any out of region travel listed in the list of upcoming events;

(b) That the Chief Executive Officer present a budget report to future meetings of the Board

(c) That the Chief Executive Officer writes to each of the Councils to obtain expression of

interest in FWJO approach to projects relation to Safe and Secure Water and Integrated

Water Cycle Management funding

(d) That the FWJO endorse Broken Hill’s position on the Code of Conduct Reviews as
submitted to the NSW LGA Conference for code of conduct investigations to be

conducted by the OLG or its panel reviewers.

(e) That water security update is included as a standard discussion item for future meetings

Moved: Bob Stewart Seconded: Cr Adams 

CARRIED 
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Resolution 

That the Board agreed that the process for release of project funds to each Council is that 

each Council will produce a project plan with timing and milestones, funds to be released 

on achievement of each milestone with a submission deadline of 29 February 2020 

Moved: Cr Adams Seconded: Cr Elstone 

CARRIED 

6.2 FWJO GENERAL MANAGERS’ MEETING 

A meeting of the FWJO General Managers was held on 15 October 2019. The following report 

details the outcomes from that meeting. No recommendations were made to the Board for 

resolution. The following report is provided for the Board’s information. 

Recommendation 

That the Board notes the report from the Chief Executive Officer from the FWJO General 

Managers’ Meeting held on 15 October 2019. 

Resolution 

That the Board notes the report from the Chief Executive Officer from the FWJO General 

Managers’ Meeting held on 15 October 2019 

Moved:  Bob Stewart Seconded: Cr Elstone 

CARRIED 

6.3 FWJO TOURISM & PROJECTS COMMITTEE 

A meeting of the FWJO Tourism & Projects Committee was held on 15 November 2019. The 

following report is provided for the Board’s information. 

Recommendation 

That the Board notes the report from the Chief Executive Officer from the FWJO Tourism & 

Projects Committee. 

6.4 FWJO ENGINEERING & TRANSPORT COMMITTEE 

A meeting of the FWJO Engineering & Transport Committee was held on 15 November 2019.  

The following report is provided for the Board’s information. 

Recommendation 

That the Board: 

(a) Notes the report from the Chief Executive Officer from the FWJO Engineering &

Transport Committee meeting.

(b) Authorise the CEO to make application the Western Division of Councils to present at

the next Western Division Conference to be held from 23-25th February 2020 on the

Public Works Projects.
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Resolution 

That the Board: 

(a) The FWJO Board agree to provide a letter of support a joint proposal from Balranald and

Cobar Shire Councils for upgrading and sealing of the Wool Track

(b) That a motion be put to the Western Division Conference from the FWJO to support a

joint proposal from Balranald and Cobar Shire Councils for upgrading and sealing of the

Wool Track

(c) That the Engineering Committee identify and recommend public works projects for

endorsement by the Board

Moved:  Cr Elstone Seconded: Bob Stewart

CARRIED 

6.5 FWJO - STRATEGIC REGIONAL PRIORITIES 

Review of the past year and discussion on strategic priorities for 2020 and identification of 

opportunity for FWJO collaboration and support 

Recommendation 

That the Board notes the report from the Chief Executive Officer 

Resolution 

That the Board notes the report from the Chief Executive Officer and agrees to raise this as 

a discussion item at the next Board meeting to allow time for further review and feedback 

Moved:  Bob Stewart Seconded: Cr Adams 

CARRIED 

6.6 JO CAPACITY BUILDING FUND – OPPORTUNITY FOR COLLABORATION 

The CEO will present options for consideration under the JO Capacity Building Fund. 

OLG has provided funding to support sustainability of the Jos.  Funding of $150k is potentially 

available.  A joint Far North Far South NSW Collaboration may attract a further $200k in tourism 

funding.  This would be a demonstration of Joint Organisations working together. 

Recommendation 

That the Board consider the options presented and authorizes the CEO to make application to the 

JO Capacity Building Fund for its preferred option. 

Resolution 

(a) That this matter be deferred for determination until further information is available,

allowing time for negotiations to continue.

(b) That the Board authorizes the CEO to write to the Department of Premier and Cabinet to confirm

that FWJO are negotiating with FNJO and the Department of Premier and Cabinet and will

submit an application in due course.

Moved:  Bob Stewart Seconded: Cr Elstone 

CARRIED 
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7 OTHER BUSINESS 

(a) The CEO to present draft charters for each of the sub-committees to the next meeting for 

consideration by the Board 

(b) A FWJO Board meeting be scheduled during the Western Division Conference which will be 

held from 8 – 10 March 2020.   

(c) A combined JO meeting is also requested to be scheduled during the Western Division 

Conference.   

8 NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting of the FWJO Board will be held via teleconference on 24 January 2020 

9 CLOSURE 

The meeting closed at 11:39am 
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